‘Shining City": Sensing a Presence - washingtonpost.com

Page 1 of 2

. @he Washington Jost
WCIShlngtonpOSI'.Com Sign In | Register Now Print Edition | Subscribe
. The Orange Savings Account o
peaoparenall 4,20%0 ypy o Fees: o Minimums.

Save Your Money

| NEWS “ POLITICS ‘| OPINIONS ‘| LOCAL H SPORTS ‘| ARTS & LIVING “ CITY GUIDE ‘

JOBS || CARS H REAL ESTATE H RENTALS ‘

SHOPPING

SEARCH: @uiuwashingtonpost.com (7)) Web: Results by GOL'Jsle" | Search Archives

washingtonpost.com > Arts & Living > Theater
'Shining City'": Sensing a Presence

By Wendi Kaufman
Special to The Washington Post
Friday, November 9, 2007; Page WE20

Edward Gero believes in ghosts, which came in handy while preparing for his role as John in
"Shining City," the Irish drama that opened this week at Studio Theatre.

At its heart, "Shining City" is a ghost story. Gero, 53, plays a widower who seeks help from a
therapist after he begins to see his wife's ghost. He and his therapist (Donald Carrier), a
former priest who takes on John as his first patient, both face troubling issues of faith and
loss. Written by Irish playwright Conor McPherson (“The Weir," "This Lime Tree Bower"),
the story delves into the realm of the supernatural and the psychological.

Gero, a four-time recipient of the Helen Hayes Award, is
recognizable to many Washington theatergoers: He has
been a member of the Shakespeare Theatre Company for
20 years, appearing in more than 55 productions. He also
has worked with other local troupes, including Theater
of the First Amendment, Studio Theatre, Round House

Theatre and Olney Theatre Center.
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The veteran actor explains his process when preparing
for a role: "You draw on your own experiences to find a
way into the character, and you build on that."
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In "Shining City," the sight of a ghost sends
John (Edward Gero, right) to a therapist (Donald
Carrier). (By Richard A. Lipski -- The
Washington Post)

With John, Gero was off to a good start: He and his
character are the same age, are Catholic and have felt the
presence of ghosts.
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describes the experience as "bizarre but comforting."

That comforting feeling is where Gero and his character differ; John finds little comfort in the
visage of his dead wife.

"In Shakespeare's time, ghosts were considered very real issues. In 'Shining City,' my
character sees a vision of his dead wife, and it sends him to the psychiatrist. This is clearly a
psychological event for him."

"Shining City" is set in the therapist's office, with the stark silhouettes of Dublin's church
steeples peeking through the windows. The spare setting contributes to the play's haunting
mood, though Gero says that it's more than a spooky story -- it's a moving drama with serious
themes and a ghostly element.

Advartiyamant "Yes, it's supernatural,” he says. "It captures that feeling that we're all
searching for some sense that there's something out there, something larger than ourselves,
but at the same time it centers on the relationship between the characters, on the connection
between people."
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In his own |ife’ Gero says, he has felt Great Card Offers from American Express. Compare and Apply
there was an alignment in the universe ~ ©niine!
LE'[ them keep that led to his career in the theater. "I preamencanexpress.com
guess we all want to feel that way. It's a
I I comforting feeling. As human beings
thElf frl.ﬂtcake. we search for that; we need it," he says.
And McPherson, Gero says,
understands that search only too well:

"He's trying to figure out how being
sensitive to a spiritual life works and
what it all means in our fast-paced,
temporal world."

Shining City Studio Theatre, 1501 14th

St. NW 202-332-3300 Through Dec. 16.
$39-$57. Saturday's 2 p.m. performance is pay-what-you-can. Shining City Studio Theatre,
1501 14th St. NW 202-332-3300 Through Dec. 16. $39-$57. Saturday's 2 p.m. performance
is pay-what-you-can.

More on washingtonpost.com People who read this also read ...
William Finn Finds His Voice Dan Froomkin - Bush's Crush on Musharraf

Thomas Boswell - The Road Will Tell

Advance May End Stem Cell Debate

That's Using The Old Onion

» Related Topics & Web Content 5
gregate
dge
discovery by

Most Viewed Arts & Living Articles
It Wasn't All Fun, Fun, Fun

A Makeover for Jackson and Shades of Change for
Ebony

In the No-Girl's-Land Between Menorah and Mariah
Liz Taylor Performs Despite Strike

Learning the King's English
Where Frankness Is King
The Show Won't Go On

Y f » Top 35 Most Viewed
pawered by INTOFM

© 2007 The Washington Post Company
Ads by Google

American Express® Cards
Great Card Offers from American Express. Compare and Apply Online!
www.americanexpress.com

NEWS | POLITICS | OPINIONS | LOCAL | SPORTS | ARTS & LIVING | CITY GUIDE JOBS | CARS | REAL ESTATE | RENTALS | SHOPPING

SEARCH: @."_Suwashingtonpostcom (C) Web: Results by GOUS[Q" Search Archives

washingtonpost.com: About Us | Work for Us | Advertisers | Site Map | Search Terms | Topics Index | Make us your homepage | mywashingtonpost.com | Mobile | RSS | Widgets
The Washington Post: Subscribe | Subscriber Services | Advertisers | Electronic Edition | Online Photo Store | The Washington Post Store | About The Post | National Weekly
The Washington Post Company: Information and Other Post Co. Websites

© Copyright 1996- 20072007 The Washington Post Company | User Agreement and Privacy Policy | Rights and Permissions Help | Contact Us

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/11/08/AR2007110800736.ht... 12/2/2007



